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28th November 2005

Little drops

I.
Greetings from Centre for Women's Development and Research.  It is almost eleven months have gone after the devastating Tsunami disaster.  But it is heartening to see people rebuilding their lives and returning to normalcy.  We are happy that we are part of this process of rebuilding with your support.  We have received the money from Global Giving during the second week of October 2005 and we have immediately stated the project.  But actually we have been working with the children and women from day one that is from 26th December 2004.  We have been providing supplementary nutrition food to children.  The support from Global Giving helped us to provide psychosocial counseling to children and also help their education.

II.
Activities:

Immediately after receiving the grants we have bought lot of recreational learning materials and games materials for the children.  We have taken children for picnics, they visited the children's park, Zoo and planetarium. Children also enjoyed the van trip to these places. Nearly 200 children went for picnics. We have provided learning materials like notebooks, pencils and also uniform to one village children. We have organized puppet shows, street plays and sports events for children. The idea is to provide some recreation so that they will be happy and forget the Tsunami experiences. We have organized a sexuality and reproductive health training for adolescent girls, we have organized a palm leaf products making training for adolescent girls, 35 girls attended this training programme.  In addition to that adolescent girls learn dress making and computer skills.  
 Earlier children used to come the centre to have supplementary nutrition, they were given tuition classes, it was tiring for the children.  But now we have lot of materials and resources so evening after supplementary nutrition they play some games, use different learning materials they are happy and that is our objective make them happy and help them come out of Tsunami Trauma. They are returning to their daily routine and also their academic skills are improving. We are continuing the project as planned earlier there is no change at this stage.

III. Background Information:
We have started work among children by providing supplementary nutrition immediately after Tsunami.  Global Giving support started from the second week of October 2005, it was a great help to us and the affected community particularly children.
Tsunami was devastating, and that the impact will be felt for many years to come. Much is being done now to relieve the immediate needs of the people. But it is the long term affects on the children that most concern us.  Children are among the most at risk of the diseases that now threaten to kill thousands more. Unless special child protection measures were put in place  the suffering of children could be prolonged. They can also be exposed to new dangers such as sexual abuse and exploitation. Disasters like Tsunami can be frightening for adults, but they are traumatic for children if they don't know what to do. During a disaster, affected families  may have to leave their home and daily routine and Children may become anxious, confused, or frightened. It is important to give children guidance that will help them reduce their fears. Children depend on daily routines: They wake up, eat , go to school, play with friends. When emergencies or disasters interrupt this routine, children may become anxious.  They  need to establish a daily routine as soon as possible as this reduces their fears and creates an atmosphere that helps them think into the future.  So it is very important to help children rebuild their daily routine.  Towards this direction CWDR is planning to implement a project to provide psychosocial care, support services to children to strengthen their academic skills and continue their formal education, that is to ensure that no child drop out of school because of Tsunami. To attend the special needs of adolescent girl children by providing life skill, sexuality education and vocational skill training. 
IV. Breakdown of donations and expenditures

Total money received through global giving is Rupees 21, 15,000 

Total money spent                                                       2,49,319
Balance                                                                     18,65,681
Breakup of expenses     

Recreational learning center learning materials,

Workshop, exposure visits                                                   Rupees   1,77,224

Life skill oriented sexuality education and

Vocational training for adolescent girls                                                   12,345

Salaries                                                                                                 26,000

Travel                                                                                                   12,568

Administration






 21,182

Total Rupees                                                                                       2,49,319  

V. Thank you

Thank you for all the donors without your support and cooperation it would have not possible to implement this project that is helping children return to normalcy.  Even though Tsunami is devastating it helped to find out that there are people who are concerned and help those who are suffering

VI. Call for further donations

One of the problem now we face  is we do not have the infrastructures to conduct vocational training for adolescent girls, we have conducted the palm leaves product training in the open.  There was heavy rain during the last ten days in Tamilnadu and we have to postpone the training.  If we have training hall, that is the vocational training centre we can organize the trainings without any break that would also help the learning process.  We also need a vehicle so that we can visit the villages very often, the adolescent girl and children also can use it for their exposure visits.  We need 40,000 $ that would help us to create permanent infrastructure and sustain the project.  We request you to donate it though www.globalgiving.com.
VII. Contact Information 

Contact person: V.Balakrishnan, Email: cwdrindia@yahoo.com
Organization website: www.cwdr.org.in
Phone Number: 0091-44-24482821, Mobile: 98400 79671

