Project Leader Reference

Bruce French is known to the Telluride Foundation through one of its Board of Directors, Tully Friedman and his staff.

The followings is a description of that relationship and a statement of his personal character. It is written by Hilary White, staff member of Tully Friedman and Town of Telluride Town Council member.

I have known Bruce French for eight years on both a personal and professional level. Bruce is a professional chef, who spends much of his time traveling the world with Rock Bands providing the band members with healthy organic meals. He specializes in providing meals for strict dietary needs. While on the road Bruce works with local foods to create his meals. Some of the bands he has worked for include Neil Young, The Grateful Dead, Rush, Red Hot Chili Peppers and Pearl Jam. Bruce is also hired by several yachts in various locations around the world as a chef/crewmember. In addition, Bruce works as a personal chef for families in Telluride, Colorado, his home base. I hire Bruce to cook for Tully and Elise Friedman and their family and have done so for eight years. Tully Friedman is a board member of the Telluride Foundation and was instrumental in creating the Foundation's Tsunami Fund.

Bruce is one of the most honest, trustworthy, selfless people I know. He is a compassionate being who was so moved by the destruction and loss in South East Asia from the tsunami he knew he needed to be there himself to do what he could to relieve the suffering. He was familiar with Sri Lanka as he had traveled there previously.

I am in constant communication with Bruce and while I am amazed at the amount he has accomplished, I am not surprised. Bruce is a 'hands on' man. He does not come from a place of ego and he is not tied to any large scale organization, therefore I believe he has been able to accomplish more than most. He started by organizing immediate needs, medical attention, shelter, sanitization and food in Pereliya a village of about 500 families. As immediate needs shifted into long term needs, Bruce and team rebuilt a regional school and more permanent medical center. Now Bruce wants to do what he can to get the villagers back to providing for their daily needs and those of their families. He started buying sewing machines and equipment to convert coconuts into matting and rope. With additional financial resources to direct he will be able to do much more for the long term needs of many.
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Rebuilding and Job Creation Projects in Perlya Sri Lanka Grant Information
Recommended Grant: $14,200

The projects will be managed by Bruce French who will become a fellow of Global Giving. The funds will be given through Global Giving that will vet the project, manage the money and provide all required IRS due diligence.

The job creation projects are as follows:

1. Concrete brick making machines; 2 machines, employee 10 persons, cost $650/machine, total cost $1300

2. Replace saw mill that was destroyed; will employ 6 men full time, and provide wood for building projects, total cost around $4000

3. Replace coconut oil extraction 'plant'; will employ 2 people full time, total replacement cost $3000

4. Costal area re-vegetation project, planting palm trees; $0.25/tree, 1500 trees plus $500 in labor and materials, total cost $875

5. Local village catamaran fishing boat repair: 4 families share this boat, total cost $5,000

